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West Germany : [The German reaction to the re- 
cently announced temporary reduction of US forces 
in Europe confirms that Bonn continues to be sensi- 
tive on this subject^ 

{Officials in the West German Foreign Ministry 
were critical of the lack of prior detailed consultation 
and said that the announcement at this particular time 
has had an especially unfavorable psychological effect. 
They seemed to fear that ultimately the withdrawal of 
considerably more than 15, 000 specialists is involved 
and that the combat effectiveness of the US forces in 
Germany may be impaired// 

[The sensitivity exhibited by the government is 
the prevailing, though not the only, attitude among 
influential Germans. I ~ 
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. Afghanistan: Afghanistan may be entering* a 
period of considerable political instability. 

Members of the lower house of parliament 
which reconvened on 10 April after a three-month 
recess have launched a bitter attack on the govern- 
ment s handling of domestic and foreign affairs. Deo- 
uties representing the entire political spectrum joined 

cabt„T g Pre ” ler five-mo“th-oM 

• 4 . t Th< r; major attack was aimed at the prime min- 

Anril S f ailure to consult parliament. On 11 

Voted by a lar S e majority to de- 
in la ,® nul1 and vold " a recent royal decree appoint- 

navr he C0 7 mumcatl0ns minister as minister for 
parhamenta-ry liaison between the cabinet and the 
lower house. The deputies maintain that the prime 
mimster alone is responsible for this liaison 

is thoTnfLf nPr ^ Cedented nullification of such a decree 
craHniif 5 e ? d ,? nce that Afghanistan's first demo- 
cratic aUy elected parliament intends again to assert 

When 14 initially convened ** fall, 

caused Hip S 1 c . riticisi f and public demonstrations 
caused the collapse of the Yusuf government. 

Maiwandwal probably will manage to ride out 
Lnnre^ ent However > government efforts to 

criticism ^ bll< ? atlon of new s of the parliamentary 
nticism may have a n adverse effect on the public. 

*7 King J S P plv”d 
y political reform is gaining popular sun 

ch®teTwtth 1 th^7 a “ 0ng StU f dentS re P° rt ®^ disen^ 

__cnanted with the slow pa ce of Afghan democracy^ 
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NOTES 


Poland ; The regime’s decision to hold major 
observances of the state millenium in competition with 
the Roman Catholic celebrations of the millenium of 
Christianity in Poland could result in popular disturb- 
ances this weekend. Several regime leaders as well 
as army units are slated to participate in mass "pa- 
triotic" rallies on 16 and 17 April in Poznan and 
Gniezno, both ancient Polish capitals, where Cardinal 
Wyszynski and 68 bishops plan to initiate the church’s 
millenium celebrations from 14 to 16 April. The 
proximity of the two gatherings in an atmosphere emo- 
tionally charged by the regime’s steps to bar Pope 
Paul and foreign prelates from the main religious ob- 
servances in early May could easily spark a demon- 
stration. So far, the regime’s carefully executed 
moves and Wyszynski 9 s relatively temperate stand 
have combined to keep the Polish public from respond- 
ing viole ntly to the long church-state struggle, j 
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*Iraq: The death of President Arif in a plane 
crash in Iraq last night seems certain to inaugurate 
a period of prolonged instability. Arif’s prestige 
and skill at political maneuver had enabled him to 
maintain a precarious balance between rival nation- 
alist groups in Iraq since the overthrow of Qasim in 
February 1963. Thus his departure will encourage 
each of these groups to try and seize power for itself. 
Prime Minister Bazzaz has temporarily assumed 
office as president, but his prospects for maintaining 
stability for very long appear slim especially in view 
of the recent maneuvering between factions within the 
regime for control of key army positions. 1 
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